Homework Assignment #7

Family Holidays

1. List at least one important American family holiday for each month of the year:

	January
	February
	March

	April
	May
	June

	July
	August (no major holidays)
	September

	October
	November
	December


2. The word “holiday” comes from a combination of “Holy” and “Day.” Most important family holidays in the west started out with religious origins but have since taken on a more secular role in society. For the following holidays, list their original religious meaning as well as their current (modern) meaning. 

	Holiday
	Religious Meaning
	Current (Non-Religious) Celebrations

	Valentine’s Day
	
	

	St. Patrick’s Day
	
	

	Easter
	
	

	Mother’s Day
	
	

	Halloween
	
	

	Christmas
	
	


Further Thinking…

1. China has adopted some Western holidays (Valentine’s Day, Mother’s Day, etc). Do you celebrate these holidays the same way as in the West? Is this a good thing? Why or why not?

2. Shopping centers throughout China are decorated with Santa Claus and snow castles for Christmas. Wal-mart sells artificial Christmas trees and stockings (bright red socks that are supposed to be hung by a chimney.)  English Christmas carols are heard in malls and restaurants during December. Why? What do you think about this? Do you take part in any Christmas festivities?

3. Other than Spring Festival, what is your favorite Chinese holiday? Why? What types of holiday traditions do you plan on continuing with your family?

