In-Class Work: The Lady or the Tiger?

Frank Stockton

1. Who are the main characters?

2. What do we know about the princess?


a. her looks


b. her personality


c. her thoughts

3. What do we know about the “criminal”?

4. What do we know about the lady behind the door?

5. Check either “lady” or “tiger” for each of the following 

statements to show which hypothesis it supports.

(If you think a statement supports both, check both .)
a. “This semi-barbaric king had a daughter as blooming as his most rosy 

     fancies, and with a soul as fervent and imperious as his own.”


-------------- lady

--------------- tiger

b. “This royal maiden was well satisfied with her lover, for he was handsome 

     and brave to a degree unsurpassed in all this kingdom; and she loved him 

      with an ardor that had enough of barbarism in it to make it exceedingly 

      warm and strong.”


--------------- lady

--------------- tiger

c. “It was one of the fairest and loveliest of the damsels of the court who had 

     been selected as the reward of the accused youth, ….. and the princess 

     hated her .”

  
--------------- lady

--------------- tiger

d. “Often had she seen, or imagined that she had seen, this fair creature 

     throwing glances of admiration upon the person of her lover, and 

     sometimes she thought these glances were perceived and even 

     returned.”


--------------- lady

--------------- tiger

e. “When her lover turned and looked at her, and his eye met hers as she sat 

      there paler and whiter than anyone in the vast ocean of anxious faces ….”


--------------- lady

--------------- tiger

f. “He understood her nature, and his soul was assured that she would never 

     rest until she had made plain to herself this thing, hidden to all other 

     lookers-on…..”


--------------- lady

--------------- tiger

g. “Without the slightest hesitation, he went to the door on the right and 

      opened it .”


--------------- lady

--------------- tiger

h. “But how much oftener had she seen him at the other door! How in her 

      grievous reveries had she gnashed her teeth, and torn her hair, when she 

      saw his start of rapturous delight as he opened the door of the lady!


--------------- lady

--------------- tiger

6. What do you think of absolute power? Capital punishment or death penalty? 

7. Which are, in your opinion, the qualities a king or any leader should have ?

8. Do you think that love between two persons who don’t belong to the same class could last? 

What kind of problems might these two persons have? How can they overcome them?

9. What is love to you? What is Sacrifice? Who do we love more, ourselves or the person with whom we are “in love”? 

