ENGLISH READING AND WRITING (First Year) 
INSTRUCTOR –Chana Garrett

mrsgarrettsclasses@gmail.com
www.mrsgarrettsclasses.com
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is designed to improve the writing skills of English language learners. This is a basic composition course focusing on composing sentences and paragraphs using grammatically correct English. 

COURSE GOAL

For students to write coherent, well-unified paragraphs.
GENERAL OBJECTIVES

In this course the student should:

A.  Understand the writing process

B.  Use a multi-step writing process (pre-writing, outlining, drafting, editing and revising, publishing)

C.  Self and Peer Editing

D.  Defining coherence and unity

E.  Writing a topic sentence

F.  Writing supporting sentences

G.  Writing conclusion sentences

H.  Understanding and defining the four types of sentences (simple, compound, complex, compound-complex)

I. Practice English syntax, mechanics, and usage

J. Use a basic vocabulary to support composition

K.   Use precise and descriptive words appropriate for audience and purpose

L.  Use correct punctuation

M. Use correct formatting

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

Required:

1. Introduction to Academic Writing, Third Edition (The Longman Academic Writing Series, Level 3); Chapters 1 -4.

2. Handouts provided by teacher

Recommended:

3. Writing Handbook v. 3.1 by James Roth
CLASSROOM MATERIALS

1. Binder with handouts, lessons and all writing assignments.
2. Red pen or marker
3. Highlighter
CLASSROOM RULES and REQUIREMENTS

1. Attendance - coming to class on time and every time is important. If you are going to miss more than three classes during the term, you should not take this course.
2. Homework - you must do your homework before coming to class. No late homework will be accepted. 

3. Preparedness - you must come to class prepared by bringing with you the appropriate materials, textbooks, handouts, and completed assignments.
4. Participation - you must participate in class. You are not participating if you are talking to a neighbor, doing homework, daydreaming, or not doing what the rest of the class is doing. If you are working in a group or with a partner, you must talk to your group members or partner and be a part of the group. You cannot learn English by being silent.
5. Using English - please use only English during class hours. 

6. No distractions. Please do not listen to recorders or CD players or play or text on your mobile phone. You must turn off pagers and cell phones before class.
METHOD OF PRESENTATION

A. The teaching method for this class will be a process-approach to writing with the focus on creating paragraphs that fulfill expectations for both personal and expository writing. Thus, students will be taught top-down writing strategies such as effectively creating drafts through the writing process and adequately developing topics as well as being taught bottom-up elements such as correct syntax, usage and punctuation.

B. Instructor may provide feedback on writing through written error correction, oral feedback by the instructor, and peer response.

C. Instructor will help students to compile portfolios containing drafts of writings, exercises and final drafts so that their writing can be evaluated on the process, rather than solely on the final product.

METHOD OF EVALUATION

A. Attendance and Participation

B. Written Assignments

C. Homework and Quizzes

D. Reading Assessment Test 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Academic integrity forms a fundamental bond of trust between colleagues, peers,

teachers, and students, and it underlies all genuine learning. There will be

no tolerance for plagiarism or academic dishonesty in any form, including

unacknowledged "borrowing" of proprietary material, copying answers or papers,

or passing off someone else’s work as one's own.

A breach of ethics or act of dishonesty can result in:

· failure of a paper or exam within a course

· failure of an entire course (blatant plagiarism, cheating on a test or quiz)

Course Grades

	Assignment
	Percentage

	Attendance and Participation
	10

	Paragraph #1
	15

	Paragraph #2 (Narrative)
	20

	Paragraph #3 (Descriptive)
	25

	Reading Assessment Test
	15

	Homework and Quizzes
	15


